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God Opens a 
Door at iTunes 





For a couple weeks in early October, Mars Hill’s online 
audio programming showed up on the main page of the 
iTunes podcast store. Sermon and music downloads have 
been popular for a longtime (the public website recorded 
one million downloads last year), but this latest mainstream 
exposure Is a first for Mars Hill and, according to technology 
deacon, Jason Wendorf, “only the beginning.” 

Industry giant iTunes included Mars Hill in the “Religions 
of the Book” section, but “it will be much cooler when we are 
highlighted in the culture section,” says Jason. 

No one's taking for granted God's grace and favor in 
these recent developments, however. Jason explains how it 
happened: “Ray Lucke, a Mars Hill tech volunteer, had the 
foresight last spring to turn our featured audio into a podcast 
feed, which in turn got picked up by iTunes and several other 
podcast directories. Shortly thereafter, we started working 
on unique podcast programming like Vox Pop Audio maga- 
zine, Film and Theology Night Out, etc. | believe that it is 
the quality of these productions that caught the attention of 
many persons, including those working at iTunes.” 

Mars Hill IT director and deacon, Sam Barrett, tells his 
side of the story: “Having traded emails with the good people 
at iTunes, we were put on the main page because someone 
over there thought we were pretty cool, not because we 
gained in rank or status on someone's list of ‘who's who.’ 
From my perspective, an angel was either sent or acted 
residentially within the group at iTunes to pick us from the 
hordes so we could be a vessel for the gospel. We didn't 
deserve the honor, but God gave grace.” 

Presently, Mars Hill podcasts include a wide range of 
audio programming. A new sermon and song recording are 
released every week. Conference audio and other teaching 
is also available from time to time. The monthly “Vox Pop 
Audio” features interviews and Mars Hill news stories (check 
out the November edition to hear photographer Thomas 
Hurst talk about his work, currently on display in the main 
foyer). “Film and Theology: Night Out” analyzes the spiritual 
and artistic content of recent theatrical releases like The 
Exorcism of Emily Rose and Serenity. 

Mars Hill’s audio programming is available via download 
and podcast subscription at www.marshillchurch.org and, of 


course, at the iTunes music store. 17% 


A South African 
Fortnight 


A young woman reflects on 
her trip with the Agathos 
Foundation 


By Erin Silva 





Editor’s note: Last summer, a group of people from Mars Hill 
spent some time in South Africa, serving with the Agathos 
Foundation. For more information about Agathos’ work, visit 


www.agathosfoundation.org. 


It's my niece Katie’s second birthday and I'm sitting in a 
diner eating breakfast with her, my dad, and my sister. Katie 
is not cooperating; she’s playing with her new puzzle and 
doll. Meanwhile, my dad and sister talk on their cell phones. 
Fast forward six hours to Katie’s birthday party: forty peo- 
ple—all with full bellies of tri-tip, chips and salsa, cupcakes 
and ice cream cake-happily watch an uninterested, cranky 
Katie open countless birthday presents. As | recall the hectic 
breakfast and watch the gluttonous scene unfold before me, 
| am reminded of the uncluttered life and incredible expe- 
rience | had (less than a month prior) with 23 orphans in 
Loskop, South Africa. 





From one man he made every nation 
of men, that they should inhabit the 
whole earth; and he determined the 

times set for them and the exact 
places where they should live. 
Acts 17:26 





Loskop is essentially the image we all have in the back 
of our minds of poverty-stricken Africa. It is where the paved 
road leading from the resort town stops and the gravel road 
begins; where the dust and the huts scatter and settle at ran- 
dom; where livestock freely roam alongside barefoot women 
and children; and where the AIDS crisis looms large—nearly 
12% of South Africa’s population is infected. Like a diamond 
in the rough, however, there are people in Loskop whose 


passion for God is raw, beautiful, and utterly breathtaking. 


continued: see ‘AGATHOS,’ page 10 
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ISI Serves 
International 
Students Living 
in America 


Mars Hill couple prepares to 
join this unique ministry 





By Kelly Cowan 


With your backpack strapped on tight and map in hand, 
you glance from side to side as you zigzag through the maze 
of a new campus. Suddenly, you stop mid-stride. Looking 
around, you realize you are on the fringes of all that seems 
so certain and brave before you. A couple students pass by, 
laughing, tossing you a smile, but carrying on before you can 
search for the words to ask directions. You're tempted to 
emotionally regress to a state of uninformed optimism, to go 
back to reading your How to Get Along in American Culture 
book. Now that you're actually here, disillusionment begins 
to creep in. Taking steps with trepidation you walk on, barely 
shadowing American campus life as a lone international 
student. 

This is where International Students Incorporated (ISI) 
steps in. More than 675,550 international students attend 
college in the United States, and ISI comes with the mission 
to befriend these students and introduce them to the love of 
Jesus Christ. 

“The first 72 hours in the United States are the most 
important for international students because they have great 
needs,” says Dr. Jack Burke, Director Emeritus, International 








al. | Р 
Dan Kronstad (lower right) and friends. 
Student and Scholar Service Office, University of Houston. 
“Whoever helps international students during that period is 
their friend for life.” 

Most of us take for granted the community support we 
depend on. Consider how difficult it would be to navigate 
a campus in China without an inviting communal network. 
International students walk off of the plane with many needs, 
beginning with their literal first step as they try to their way 
from the airport. ISI seeks to meet tangible and social needs 
of international students by arranging the following: airport 
pick-up and drop-off, temporary housing, conversational 
English partners, apartment hunting, friendship partners, 
sightseeing, retreats, holidays with American families, forum 
for exchange of ideas, student wives' program, and social 
gatherings. 

For this to become reality, local volunteers and staff are 
needed to make the calling complete. In Washington alone, 
ISI is currently involved with 31 universities and colleges. 
Mars Hill members Dan and Tanya Kronstad have recently 
decided to join the staff of ISI. With experience as interna- 
tional students themselves, Dan and Tanya are taking the 
leap to join the ISI staff team. 

“I still remember how confused and alone | felt at first,” 
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Tanya says of her own experience as an international stu- 
dent. “It can be overwhelming to not know how to open a 
bank account or mail a letter or how much is reasonable to 
pay when shopping.” 

Dan adds, “I know what it is to be in a different cul- 
ture without family, friends and community. | had a group 
of friends in China that welcomed me into their lives and 
helped me acclimate and live well in their culture. These 
friendships impacted me greatly, and | have been drawn to 
serving with ISI because of these kinds of friendships. | want 
to welcome students into our culture, just as | was welcomed 
into theirs.” 

While meeting the needs of the students, ISI staff and 
volunteers are focused on praying for and seeking oppor- 
tunities to minister to the spiritual needs of these students. 
ISI offers Bible studies to those who are Christian and 
non-Christian alike to introduce them to the basics of the 
Word and Christianity. Many non-believers who attend have 
an interest in studying Christianity to better grasp its influ- 
ence on American history, culture, and social dynamics. It is 
through these initial Bible studies that many students come 
to know Christ. 

The bigger spiritual vision of ISI is for “full-cycle evan- 
gelism.” Students are introduced to Christianity, come to a 
saving knowledge of Christ and then are equipped so they 
can introduce Christ to others. Perhaps the most exciting 
part of watching this fruitful process is in knowing that ap- 
proximately 60% of these students come from nations with 
restricted access to the gospel. But now, when they return, 
the gospel is spreading through new believers' lives to those 
who may have never had the chance to learn about the 
Lord. 

Dan says, “I believe we have great opportunity to share 
Christ with thousands of students while they study here in 
the U.S. As they come to know Jesus, grow in Him, and are 
equipped for service, they will be able to return to their home 
culture, family, and community as missionaries.” 17 


For more information about the ministry of 
International Students Incorporated, serving 
international students in the U.S. and teaching 
them to be effective missionaries in their home 
countries... 


ISI Informational Dessert Night 

Thursday, 11/17 at 7pm at Jason and Kelly Cowan’s 
house. All are welcome to attend! 

contact jasoncowan98@yahoo.com for directions 


Volunteer Contact Information 
Dan and Tanya Kronstad 

e: dkronstad@isiwebnet.net 
p: 425-269-0809 





Abortion's 


Second Casualty 


Part One of Terri's Journey 


By Beth Witham 





Terri is a person so many women can relate to. She grew 
up with dreams of going to Stanford and joining the Peace 
Corps in Africa to help the needy. As a young woman, she 
was bright, independent, and determined to seek truth and 
make her own choices. 

Terri's parents divorced when she was one year old, 
and by the time she reached her teenage years she had 
grown accustomed to making decisions with little parental 
supervision. Her mom was a busy, single, working mother of 
three, and Terri, as the oldest child, was used to being pretty 
independent. 

By the time she turned sixteen, Terri was on the Pill, and 
decided it was safe to sleep with her boyfriend. Getting mar- 
ried was not in any of her immediate plans. 

“Knowing that | could go on the Pill gave me permission 
to have sex outside of marriage. With no other real hard and 
fast rules in my life, | had the world telling me--and | fell for 
it-what was permissible and what wasn't,” she said. 

In ninth grade, Terri's family moved from an Eastside 
suburb to Seattle. Her new school was much bigger and 
she was exposed to a completely different way of life. Her 
teachers seemed passionless, there was racial tension, and 
sometimes that tension even resulted in student rioting. Terri 
never felt connected to the high school culture; she gradu- 
ated in January of her senior year and was out on her own the 
minute she turned eighteen. 

Terri moved into an apartment with a roommate in 





Seattle's Eastlake neighborhood. While living there, a building 
fire led to a routine hospital visit to check for smoke inhalation. 
The doctors discovered something during her checkup that 
would change Terri’s life forever. 

“The next day | got a phone call and they said, ‘Oh by the 
way-did you know you're pregnant?” Terri recalled. 

Terri had no idea she was pregnant and could only think, 
“I'm eighteen. What am | going to do with a baby?” 

Terri sought counsel from Planned Parenthood and oth- 
ers, such as her boyfriend's mother. But she was never fully 
educated about options like adoption or keeping the baby. 
Instead, Terri was told that an abortion was the only reason- 
able thing to do. So Terri did what hundreds of thousands 
of women-single and married, Christian and non, young and 
old-do every year. She had an abortion. 

“It didn't occur to me that it was a real baby,” said Terri. 
“| was told it was just a blob of tissue. | did what | thought at 
the time was the best and most practical thing to do.” 

Terri never got a chance to fulfill her dreams of Stanford 
and the Peace Corps. Instead, at the age of twenty, she found 
herself pregnant once again-by the same boyfriend-and 
resolved not to repeat the mistake that had haunted her ever 
since she left that dark and lonely clinic two years previous. 

In an effort to make a better life for herself, and her baby, 
Terri was determined to try and do the right thing. She mar- 
red the baby's father, but deep down she questioned the 
wisdom of her new plan. 

After a couple of very difficult years, the two divorced. 
Neither of them were Christians at the time, and they found 
there wasn't much holding their marriage together besides 
their son. 

Feeling betrayed by her unrealistic notions about mar- 
rage, Terri spent the majority of her twenties searching for a 
deeper meaning for her life. 

She experimented with New Age religious practices, 
including channeling, reading tarot cards, and praying to spirits 
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she later realized were demons. Terri was desperate for truth 
and willing to dabble in just about anything to find it. 

Terri had studied metaphysics for about eight years and 
was excited to learn that actress and New Age guru Shirley 
MacLaine was coming to town to teach a seminar. 

Terri looked up to MacLaine as a wise, successful leader. 
MacLaine had access to mystics and people that Terri didn’t 
have access to, and she admired MacLaine's celebrity status 
as another channel of inspiration to find ultimate meaning in 
her life. 

When she found out the price of admission for 
MacLaine’s seminar, Terri was stunned and disappointed that 
money was holding her back from experiencing a speaker 
whose words she had hoped would help change her life for 
the better. 

At that moment, Terri experienced an awakening. After 
all those years of desperate grasping for any morsel of truth, 
at any cost, Terri realized that no one should “have to pay for 
truth.” 

It was that very revelation that led her on a passionate 
quest for answers about God, faith, and why she was here 
on earth. 

Her biggest battle was facing the painful past. The 
tender wound was her abortion—the detail of her past that 
she was most ashamed of and felt least equipped to face. 
It was a wound that she'd tried to cover up, but it never truly 
healed. The wound had only gotten deeper and-as she puts 
it—infected. 

Butlittle did Terriknowthat God would do amazing things 
through her once she faced her dark past. The hardest part, 
though, was taking that first step...(to be continued in the 
December Vox Pop, available 12/4 at Mars Hill Church). и 


Healing Hands helps women dealing with post-abortion 
trauma. If you'd like to join, contact 
recovery@marshillchurch.org for more information 
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Broken But 
Not Broke 


A preface to the story of 
Cameron Meyer 





By Andrew Myers 


Life is not an individual pursuit. Whether we like it, be- 
lieve it, accept it or not, the decisions we make and the paths 
we choose in our own lives resound across generations. 

One life cannot be reduced to 1,000 words. In fact, one 
life cannot even be reduced to one life. To describe a man 
as just a man is to describe a forest as just a leaf; our lives 
overlap to an infinite degree as we love, teach, and hurt one 
another. 

This principle is clearly demonstrated in the Meyer 
family. Last August, Vox Pop featured what can only be 
described as a still frame in the motion picture that is Pastor 
Bent Meyer's life. This month, an equally brief glimpse into 
the life of his son, Cameron Meyer, offers a deeper glimpse 
into the identity of Bent, offers a deeper glimpse into the 
identity of the Meyer family, offers a deeper glimpse into the 
identity of Jesus Christ. 


“1 struggle with the story idea,” says Cameron. “I'm sick 
of it.” 

Cameron is tormented by a “holy discontent,” knowing 
he was made for more, yet still living the Curse that has 
plagued mankind since Eden. This holy discontent breeds a 
frustration for the typical Christian life story, which tends to 
gloss over sin, repentance, separation, shame, evil, and pain, 
in order to hastily reach a feel-good conclusion. 

So often when we Christians “give our testimony,” we 
describe sin, struggles, and weakness in the past tense. On 
the contrary, the Bible tells us to humble ourselves, name our 
sin (past and present), and thereby glorify God, who works 
despite us because He is good. 

“Тһе Lord has said to me,” wrote the Apostle Paul, “Му 
grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in 
weakness.’ For Christ’s sake, | delight in my weaknesses. 
[...] For when | am weak, then | am strong” (2 Corinthians 
12:9-30). 

“| am broken, but not broke,” is how Cameron Meyer 
puts it. His youthful appearance betrays a life full of hard les- 
sons in brokenness. Born in 1976, Cameron grew up in a 
household, church, and private school that were all nominally 
Christian. His father was a leader in the church, which also 
housed the grade school. “My life was church,” Cameron 
says. 

He remembers these formative years as a time of con- 
fusion and mixed messages. “At that time, my dad was a 
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The Meyer family: Cameron, Danielle, and their three children 
(photo by Jon Krombein) 








conflicted Christian,” Cameron says. “It was tough knowing 
from his example how to be a Christian.” 

This uncertainty was common in his peer group; whether 
it was lazy parenting or hyper-Calvinism, Cameron's class- 
mates were spiritually abandoned, left to reckon with their 
sin and fumble towards Jesus alone. The environment lacked 
leadership, discipline, and accountability. Evil festered. 

Cameron estimates that the majority of the kids at his 
school were victims of general abuse. Not only that, but 
many of these children took what they learned from their 
tormentors and proceeded to abuse their peers. 

Cameron was sexually abused until around age eight 
or nine. The man who abused him was a close friend of the 
Meyers and a disciple of Cameron’s father. No one in the 
family knew about this dark season of Cameron's life, how- 
ever. He kept quiet until his early teens, when God began to 
break the Meyer family. 

When Cameron was 16, the man who abused him died 
of AIDS. Cameron finally told his parents about the past. 
During this same time (but for different reasons) the church 
the Meyers had been attending fell apart, and Cameron 
walked away from it all. 

For the next ten years, he lived in a drug stupor “trying 
to forget and suppress” the pain and sin that darkened his 
past and his family. Yet even though “I had nothing to do with 
church, God wouldn't let go of me.” 

Sure enough, during this period when neither death 
nor life seemed like a feasible option, Cameron experienced 
some of the most intense prayers of his life. Though these 
petitions were often misguided-he'd ask for deliverance 
and direction, “as long as it's my way not Yours”- Cameron 
remembered God nonetheless, and the Savior never let go 
of Cameron's heart. 


continued: see ‘BROKEN,’ next page 














Testimony (Mess-timony) 
By P.K. Wayward 


What story? How bout poetry? 

A heart that sings a soul that screams 
Poetry says what it really means 
Stories just set the scene 
Tall tales and fish stories 
Stinky fishy lies 
Feeding the ego arrogance and pride 


What do you want from me? 

Happy tales of God melting away my sin 
Mastering in triumph over that which I cannot control 
Who am I? А man in a parade saying, 
“Hosanna Hosanna! 

What can you do for me?” 

Rather than, “Lord Jesus please change me 
to be what you made me to be” 

Please Lord, break the spirit of the whore 
And free the heart of the bride 


And teach us to sing 
A song of God’s promise of pursuit 
In eloquence and grace 
Sing a song and dance a dance 
That tells the redemption story. 


Quit babbling about the backdrop 
Of the stage that we're all on 
The stage is a given, the role is a gift, 
The song is the response of the bride, 
The giving of the heart and the acceptance of love. 
Desire’s the key, 
The plot, the plan, the death, the life, 
And the freedom to feel and know 
The truth. Amen. 


ZO 


‘BROKEN’ (cont'd from previous page) 


By 1997, his parents were at Mars Hill. Cameron 
followed, but spent the first couple of years attending “in my 
drug stupor.” As he sat and listened, however, he noticed 
how the theme throughout Scripture kept circling back to 
grace and mercy. 

Cameron has been a Christian since childhood, but 
it was four years ago, during a service at Mars Hill, when 
regeneration began in earnest. “If you tarry until you're 
better, you will never come at all...” Cameron and his 
wife, Danielle, heard the song, “Come Ye Sinners,” and 
it penetrated their hearts for the first time. After years of 
brokenness, they realized that broken was exactly how God 
expected them to be. 

For the first time, the couple talked about “matters 
of the heart.” Generational reconciliation and renewal 
began to flow throughout the entire Meyer family. All of the 
past “heartache, trouble, and junk finally had a purpose,” 
Cameron recalls. “The family began to come together in 
a way we never expected it to. God preserved us. God 
preserved us as a family because there was going to be 
reconciliation.” 

The fruit of that reconciliation has been a collective call 
to ministry that extends throughout the Meyer family. Pastor 
Bent and his wife, Joanne, work extensively with Recovery 
Groups (or “Grace Groups,” as Joanne calls them). Cameron 
himself co-leads a Recovery Group with three other men. 
The group is for adult male survivors of sexual abuse, men 
dealing with the “struggles, shame, and agonizing silence.” 
The group avoids focusing on self-esteem because it only 
leads to a desire for vengeance. “The esteeming of self 
leads to the degradation of others,” Cameron says, “which 
only creates angry people.” 

Instead, Cameron stresses the need to deal with sin. 
Our own sin. He emphasizes the fact that Christ is coming 
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back to bring complete healing. When Не does, victims of 
abuse will receive vindication, but they will also have to face 
Jesus for themselves. “No one is going to answer for your 
life but you,” Cameron affirms. 

As a lifelong Christian with a wayward past, Cameron 
has learned that, as author Dan Allender says, “Evil is quite 
willing to lose your soul for eternity, so long as it gains your 
efforts for this earth.” Just because Christians will spend 
eternity with Him doesn't mean that our sin can't wreck 
lives along the way. Cameron will spend eternity with Jesus, 
but that's not soon enough. Life, hope, and joy are in Him 
today. 





“Evil is quite willing to lose your soul 
for eternity, so long as it gains your 
efforts for this earth.” 

-Dan Allender 





The End...right? Cameron was sick and now he's 
better, he once was weak and now he's strong. Everybody 
goes home happier. Such a conclusion, however, is a “stinky 
fishy lie,” as Cameron puts it so eloquently himself. 

He still defines himself as broken. He does his best 
to be a good husband to Danielle and a good father to his 
three children, but he still feels the weight of sin and the 
Fall. He still gets frustrated with church. He still wrestles 
with a holy discontent, “1 know | was made for тоге." 

Cameron is a broken man eagerly anticipating the 
arrival of the Great Healer. Broken, but not broke. 1“ 


To know more about Cameron and his story, just ask 
him. “My life is an open book,” he says, “feel free.” 


“Why does God 
have to die?” 


One of Mars Hill’s little ones 
learns about the Cross of Christ 





By Taylor Aldridge 


Willow woke me up in the middle of the night about 
a week ago. She was crying uncontrollably and unable to 
talk. A quick survey of the situation and | concluded that she 
wasn't physically hurt, so | dimmed the room’s light and lay 
down in bed with her. | took her in my arms and held her, 
waiting for her to calm down. The sobs finally began to ebb 
and | asked her why she was so sad. 

“| don't want God to die,” she said. 

These unexpected words came through much heaving, 
so | wasn’t sure | had heard right. 

“I’m sorry | didn't understand,” | said. 

Through more heaving and burst of tears came a very 
audible, “I don’t want God to die.” 

Having had little sleep all year (new baby), | was a bit 
off my game. | was ready to deal with the odd house noises, 
monsters in the closet or nasty dragons. 

| was not, however, ready and awake enough to compre- 
hend the magnitude of my four-year-old daughter's profound 
sorrow. In a sleep-deprived stupor | responded with the only 
obvious retort, “God can’t die. He’s God.” 

“Yes, He can!” she said with sniffle-laden conviction. 

| gently squeezed her hand and looked her in the eyes 
and explained that God is too big, too strong, and too power- 
ful to be killed. She glared at me through tears, and exasper- 
ated, she sighed, “Daddy, I'll show you.” 


continued: see ‘WHY?’ page 9 


for more info contact 
community@marshillchurch.org, 
check the vox pop 
listings, Or visit 

the info desk. 


there are community groups all throughout the puget sound area. 
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Llama 
Drama-rama 


A Cautionary Tale 


By Justin Auld 





Preparation: Little Did We Know... 

“Llamas are calm, woolly, and enhance your trek by car- 
rying heavy things. Hikers have a great time with llamas...” 

The newspaper article made it sound like a no-brainer; 
why wouldn't we lease a pack of llamas to carry our all stuff? 
Not to mention the fact that I'd dreamt of becoming a llama 
wrangler ever since my pet wallaby ran away. 

And so Scotty Deel, Jeremy Haynes, and | (three bold, 
naive, Mars Hill adventurers) decided to conquer 38 miles of 


the Pacific Crest Trail. By llama... 


Days 1 and 2: A Walk in the Park 

We meet up with Jack the Llama-Renting Guy at the 
trailhead. Two huge llamas, Rocky and Bullwinkle, exit quietly 
from the rear of his stripped-down econovan. Forty-six inches 
at the shoulder and 300 pounds too heavy, but they seem 
docile and happy enough... 

We begin to pack our gear. Knowing these llamas’ car- 
rying capacity (up to 80 pounds each), we chose to bring 
some, errr... “luxury” items: a saucepan, a large block of 
cheese, several pounds of steak, and a pumpkin pie. This 


was going to be an event. 


Н 1” 
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The first two days pass without incident. The scenery 
is spectacular. Rolling woodlands give way to grassy mead- 
ows, the sun peaks in through the canopy, and as we go 
further, numerous, pristine lakes appear. The only sound to 
be heard is Bullwinkle's peaceful humming...Is that the tune 
from Mariah Carey's, “Thank God І Found You”? 


Day 3: Let the Games Begin 

On the third day, everything changes. Bullwinkle won't 
let us saddle him up in the morning. The stallion spits on 
us, goes on a bucking spree, and then kicks Jeremy—even 
though the article had clearly said: “Llamas rarely spit and 
don't kick like horses.” 

With a kickin’, spittin’, illiterate llama on our hands, the 
contest of wills is on: man versus herbivore. 

We lose round one. I'm now carrying 70 pounds of pack 
down the trail while Jeremy carries Bullwinkle's saddle. Soon, 
Bullwinkle's little Ilama brain can't recall why he's walking on 
the trail with no pack. Scotty takes advantage of Bullwinkle’s 
amnesia and saddles him up again, while | recount a doc- 


tored version of the Gospel of Matthew (hint: no camels in 


the manger) to keep Ilama-brain occupied. Bullwinkle gets 

back in line, humming Mariah Carey’s “Heartbreaker.” 
Nightfall. Our team Bible study is on Psalm 32, oddly 

enough: “Do not be like the horse or the mule, which have no 

understanding but must be controlled by bit and bridle.” 
End of Day 3. 


Day 4: Will We Ever See Home Again? 

Weare on a foot-wide trail that hangs from a forty degree 
mountainside. The valley floor sprawls out a thousand feet 
below us. Scotty and | start a whooping spree to encourage 
the slow-moving Rocky. Now we know what the pioneers felt 
like crossing the Continental Divide with mules. Idiots. 

Bullwinkle sits down. We sweet-talk him and sing “One 
Sweet Day,” but nothing works. We tug on his lead and 
Bullwinkle closes his eyes. Stuck. 

We gingerly remove Bullwinkle’s packs, trying not to 
send anything (or anyone) down the steep, shale-covered 
hillside. We fail. The saddle bag bounces like a pumpkin pie- 
filled beachball, eventually finding its way to the fall-line 50 


continued: see, ‘LLAMAS’ page 14 








Bullwinkle going diva on the Pacific Crest Trail (photos courtesy of Justin Auld) 
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WHY? (cont'd from page 7) 


She jumped out of bed and began going through a 
short stack of books on the floor. She looked up at me again. 
| sat on the bed, dumfounded. 

“Can you turn the light on?” she asked. 

| quickly upped the wall dimmer. 

“Here it is.” 

She came over and climbed back up into the bed. She 
backed into my left arm and leaned against my chest and 
began flipping through her toddler Bible. This wasn't even a 
children's Bible, this one was for very little kids. | believe she 
got it for her first Christmas. 

Deliberately, she flipped the pages. This went on for a 
while. Finally | reached forward and asked if | could help. 

“No thank you, Daddy,” was her reply. “I can find it.” 

Two minutes ticked by when the night's silence broke 
again, “Here it is.” 

Now | am thinking, Is this Jonah or Daniel, maybe 
Sampson, or just some guy with a white beard she thinks is 
God and they have an illustration of him in some sort of peril? 
She turns this little picture Bible to me and there hanging on 
the cross is Jesus. 

The corners of my eyes filled with tears and one must 
have escaped, for she saw it and began to cry with me. 

“| don't like that God has to die.” 

You must understand this was not some movie clip from 
The Passion of the Christ or a Renaissance painting or even 
a good comic book illustration. This was a preschool, paint- 
by-numbers, bad drawing. There was no representation of 
the torture, pain, nails, and blood. Just a simple coloring book 
illustration of Jesus on the cross, looking rather sleepy. 

“Sweetheart,” | said. “| am so sorry. You are right God 
did die.” 

“| don't like that.” 

The heaves were returning, for both of us this time. “l 
don't either, but it was very important that He did and He only 
had to do it once a very long time ago.” 

She looked at me with unbelieving eyes. “Daddy, is 
Jesus still got nails in His hands?” 

| squeezed her. | loved her so much at that moment. 
“No, baby. He doesn't. That picture represents one day in 
Jesus’ life. Even though He died it wasn't His last day.” 

| flipped to the next page and there was a picture of the 
tomb with the stone rolled away. She leaned in, smiling a bit. 
“That is where He moved the stone so He could come back 
to life.” 

Then she flipped to the page where Jesus was going 
back to Heaven and 1 told her what that was as well. | asked 
her why she was so sad if she knew Jesus was okay. She 
said that He's just so nice it is very sad He died and | love 
Him and don't want Him to get nails in His hands. Tears 
welled in both our eyes again and | held her in my arms until 
she was a sleep. 

The next day, | came home from work and took Willow 


on a walk. Hand in hand, we headed for the Walgreen's at 
the end of our street. 

“Daddy, why did God die?” 

I'm thinking, Pastor Mark just spoke on atonement this 
should be easy. Then words like grace, salvation, sin, and of 
course atonement come to the front of my thoughts. | looked 
down at this beautiful blue-eyed four-year-old and realized | 
had no idea how to explain this to her. | prayed. 

“Daddy?” 

“Willow, do you ever do bad things?” 

Four-year-old honesty is refreshing. She replied, “Sure! 
Sometimes | disobey and don't pick up my toys and don't 
draw on paper and have bad attitude...” 

| interrupted, “OK, what happens when you disobey?” 

“| get a time-out or a spank.” 

“After that, what happens.” 

“ tell Mommy | am sorry then | forgive her.” 

“You mean Mommy forgives you.” 

Willow giggled. “Silly me.” 





“this was not some movie clip 
from The Passion of the Christ or а 
Renaissance painting or even a good 
comic book illustration. This was a 
preschool, paint-by-numbers, bad 
drawing. [...] Just a simple coloring 
book illustration of Jesus on the 
cross, looking rather sleepy.” 





“Well, everyone does naughty things and before we can 
go to God we have to ask Him to forgive us, Just like you do 
with Mommy. The difference is the spanks and time-outs we 
deserve for being naughty were taken by Jesus. That is why 
He died on the cross.” 

| could tell she wasn't quite following, so | asked her, 
“Imagine you were naughty to Mommy today, and when | 
came home from work Mom told me about it and said you 
needed a spank.” 

“| don't like spanks.” 

“Me neither. However, let’s say | told Mommy that | 
would get the spank so you don't have to.” 

“Why?” 

“It's called grace. That is when you are bad and deserve 
a punishment but someone takes the punishment in your 
place.” 

“Why?” 

“Let's say you were playing at Kelly’s house and you 
broke her daddy's big TV. Could you pay for a new опе?” 

“No. | don't have any money.” 

“Right, so you owe Kelly's daddy a new TV but you have 
no way of paying for it. Daddy might sell his motorcycle to 
buy a new TV for Brendan so you don't have to.” 


EXPRESSION 


“You would be sad, Daddy.” 

“| would, just like God was sad to give up his Son, but | 
would be happy to see you are free from buying a TV. That is 
what Jesus did for us. He took all our spanks and time-outs 
for us so we can be free of what we owe. That is why we can 
go live with God in Heaven someday.” 

“Everyone will go to Heaven?” 

“No, sadly some will refuse His help and will find out too 
late that they owe a debt they can't pay and will have to live 
away from God forever.” 

“Will you and mommy live with me and Jesus forever?” 

“Yes, we will.” 

“Will Ed and Johanna?” 

“Yes.” 

“Papa and Sparky?” 

She went through a long list of friends and relatives. 
Fortunately, we are surrounded by Christians so | was able 
to respond happily about the grand get-together she seemed 
to be planning. 

When she mentioned my wife's parents, however, and 
my own grandparents, my heart sank. What had felt like 
preparation for a party turned funeral somber. | had spared 
her much of the brutal details of crucifixion, and | have never 
expressed any biblical descriptions of Hell or what exactly 
the debt a non-believer will pay; | had referred to it as separa- 
tion. That seemed awful enough for her. | did choose to be 
honest concerning those in my family that | don't know to be 
Christians. 

“Will Nana and Papa?” 

| looked into the eyes of my little girl and conveyed one 
of the worst | know. “I don't think so sweetheart.” 

That was all | could get myself to say. | waited for tears 
or more questions but we just walked for awhile. She broke 
the silence with a clap and a huge smile claimed her face. 
“Could we invite them to come?” 17 


Ballard |! 


jazzfestival U 


JOE LOCKE QUARTET 
LARRY GOLDINGS TRIO 
ERIC ALEXANDER/ 
PETER BERNSTEIN GROUP 
KATE HAMMEĻFVAUGHAN 
and MORE.: 





la rdjazzfestival.com | 


November 06 2005 М | 


‘AGATHOS’ (cont'd from page 3) 


| felt this passion and saw God's work primarily at the 
Cottages at Injasuti where our team of seven lived and worked. 
The Cottages at Injasuti, run by The Agathos Foundation, is 
a self-sustaining village providing AIDS orphans and elderly 
with a familial environment allowing them to achieve healthy 
and fulfilling lives. This mission of caring for widows and 
orphans seemed easy enough, and to some degree it was. 
Upon our arrival at the cottages, however, the confidence | 
felt had disappeared. | was stripped bare. | had no expecta- 
tions or even the slightest idea of how І was going to serve 
these kids. | was unsuspecting of any cultural rules, routines 
or standards, let alone the names of the many children (ages 
one to sixteen) that now stood before me. It finally hit me: | 
was in a completely foreign land for the next 14 days. 

After a few days of settling in, | realized how dependent 
| had become on my American life. My bloated, yet routinely 
scheduled lifestyle was miles away. | was no longer attached 
to email, cell phone, or even a watch. Living on African time 
(who said anything about a schedule?) was carefree and 
simple to say the least. 

Our agenda consisted of embracing the lifestyle found 
in Loskop all the while loving the children and making the 
cottages a better place to live. While visits to schools and 
homes in the community were integral aspects of our stay, 
it was our time and service to the kids where | saw God 
moving the most. It wasn’t so much about what construction 
project we completed for the day but rather the hand we 
held, the laugh we shared, the hug we enjoyed, and the song 
we sang. 


It did not take much for the children to reveal their love, 
and creative imaginations. Teaching Asanda how to wink 
spurred hysterical laughter; the simple fascination of a zipper 
on your coat could entertain Zipho for hours; a banana box 
doubled as a car for Dumisani, Kaye, and Kiyay. Braiding 
hair kept Pume and the other girls content until dinner was 
ready. 





“For | Know the plans | have for you,” 
declares the LORD, “plans to prosper 
you and not to harm you, plans to 
give you hope and a future. 
Jeremiah 29:11 





Such effortless events revealed the God-inspired love of 
our interactions. Genuine relationships, modest accommoda- 
tions, and small rations of food—simplicity—is all they know. 
We cannot deny the varying aspects of our own lives and the 
culture we live in, nor can we denounce the exploits of our 
society, but we do need to accept the blessings God has 
given us and respond with our lives. Our trust rests in Jesus. 

The beautiful children of Agathos have virtually nothing 
compared to our standards. And yet they are the happiest 
and most compassionate children | have ever met. In their 
minds, we Americans have all the riches in the world. As 
a recent college grad | laugh at this, but it strikes a chord. 
What | have may not be perfect but it has been given to me 
by God. He has placed me in Seattle for a reason. 174 
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Agathos in Pictures 
(from far left): Worship service in South Africa. Erin Silva and two new 
friends. Zipho enjoys a lollipop at the braai. All of the Agathos children 
gather in the library to keep warm and sing songs on a rainy afternoon. Kaye, 
Dumisani, and Zipho borrow the wheelbarrow from the construction site for 
a mid-morning cruise through the cottages (above). Dumisani hanging out 


(below). (Photos courtesy of Erin Silva) 
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Prophets of 
Pluralism 


A Critique of Bruce Feiler's 
Where God Was Born 





By Dan Bentson 


Where God Was Born: 

A Journey by Land to the Roots of Religion 

By Bruce Feiler 

(author of Abraham: A Tale of Three Faiths and 
Walking the Bible) 

William Morrow, 2005, 416рр. 


Bruce Feiler’s latest, Where God Was Born, follows 
the chronological ordering of the Old Testament, beginning 
with the conquest of Canaan through the prophets who 
lived during the Babylonian exile and Diaspora Judaism. 
Along the way Feiler gives vivid descriptions of Near 
Eastern geography and introduces several contemporary 
characters. 

Besides the 
of biblical history, personal 


recitation 


narratives, and splendid de- 
scriptive passages, Feller 
occasionally discusses histori- 
cal-critical scholarship of the 
Old Testament. 

Based upon this critical 
assessment, Feiler offers his 
own theological appraisal of 
the Bible, religion, and culture. 
Though many (not all!) of the 
book's historical-critical judg- 
ments are surprisingly conservative, Feiler’s biblical theol- 
ogy is far from traditional. 

For Feiler, the Old Testament is most concerned 
with commending a moral life to humanity. The ethical and 
religious message of his book is clear: Religious “moder- 
ates” need to reclaim the Bible from Jewish, Christian, and 
Muslim fundamentalists (p. 376), embrace “spirituality” over 
and against the values of modernity (p. 371), and forge the 
path towards a brighter day of religious toleration focused 
on “universal values” (pp. 374-375). 

Where God Was Born finds the hope of postmoder- 
nity in the prophets of the Old Testament. Feiler looks deep 


into the well of Hebrew prophecy and sees a clear reflec- 
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tion of himself: voices in search of moderation, unity, and 
religious tolerance. Unfortunately, Feiler fails to understand 
the substance of the prophets' condemnation of Israel and 
their hope for her future. 

The prophetic censure of Israel was not due to a lack 
of religious tolerance or mere immorality. The critical prob- 
lem was the idolatry of God's covenant people. Further, the 
blessed hope of the prophets was not some eschatological 
postmodern utopia where each individual can “make her 
own faith” (p. 53: p. 376). Rather, the hope of Israel was 
the faithfulness of her God. The prophets knew that one 
day God would act decisively, and that this decisive action 
would bring the forgiveness of sins and the inauguration of 
a New Covenant (Jeremiah 31:31-44). This expectation is 
what Jesus Christ vindicated and fulfilled through his life, 
death, and resurrection (Romans 3:21-25). 

Feiler claims that no one group possesses religious 
truth (0.375). Likewise, according to Feiler, the prophets 
tolerated religious pluralism and were thereby willing to 
embrace anyone who would live a moral life (pp. 374-375). 


However, there are problems with this assertion. 





“The ethical and religious message 
of [Feiler’s] book is clear: Religious 
‘moderates’ need to reclaim the Bible 
from Jewish, Christian, and Muslim 
fundamentalists...” 





First, it isn’t true to the text. The prophets didn't em- 
brace everyone who lived a moral life. In the Old Testament, 
Israel’s chief sin was her stubborn refusal to worship the 
true God (Jeremiah 9:13-15). A “moral” life dedicated to a 
false god was worthless. 

Second, Feiler's claim is self-refuting. Feiler boldly 
proclaims that no one religious group possesses the truth. 
Unfortunately, Feiler fails to realize that his own religious 
views are subject to this same criticism. If no group can 
possess religious truth, then neither can Feiler. 

Finally, Feiler’s assertion is simply bad advice. The key 
to humanity’s spiritual health is not found in ignoring fac- 
tual disagreements between religious faiths any more than 
the key to humanity’s physical health is found in ignoring 
factual disagreements between physicians. The key to 
spiritual health is responding to God's gracious initiative by 
placing one's faith in Jesus Christ - the Alpha and Omega, 
the beginning and the end. God was not born. 

Feiler is a masterful writer, but he falters as a 


theologian. 17 


Veterans” Day is Friday, November 11 


Take the time to honor and show gratitude to those who are serving to protect our freedom. Many drive from all 
over the region, including Fort Lewis, McChord Air Force Base, Everett, and Whidbey Island Naval Air Station 


to attend services at Mars Hill on Sundays. 


Anddonotforgetthosewhohaveserved. You'llneverhearthembrag ortalkaboutitmuch, ifatall. Therearebrothers 
atMarsHillwhosehairhasstreaksofsilverandgray, andtheirtattoosare getting blurry. Takethetimetotell ег “Thanks.” 
And, thank God that they were willing to lay down their lives for us. 

There are a couple of older veterans who are still serving us. You probably see them on Sundays and never 
give it a second thought. Frank Kampsen and Charlie Villagracia, the Seattle Police officers who assist with 
security, experienced the horrors of combat in Viet Nam as U.S. Marines. 


In the Middle 


of Nowhere 
God’s work through Mars Hill 


spreads to Kuwait 





By Pastor Paul Petry 


Hot, sandy, windy, miserable — and, daytime tempera- 
tures of 143 degrees. Last year, home for U.S. Army reserv- 
ists Greg Joines and Brian Santo was a dusty , eight-man 
tent during their deployment with the 385th Transportation 
Battalion in Shu’aybah Port, Kuwait. 

Greg: “My wife, Dolly, and | were looking for a church 
before | left and some friends recommended Mars Hill. When 
| was sent to Kuwait, Dolly started attending Mars Hill, and | 
started listening to the sermons online - they really inspired 
me to start a Bible study with some of the guys. At that time, 
Brian did not know Jesus and he was having a hard time with 
some personal issues. He joined our Bible study. Brian met 
and discovered Christ and really learned to love Him... 


“Since | was the battalion commander's driver, | had 
access to the internet. We started listening to the sermons 
everyday. Being able to listen to the MP3s was the greatest 
blessing we had over there. Not only was it satisfying to our 
spiritual needs, it satisfied our personal needs of being able 
to be part of something from the States that had no military 
connection whatsoever.” 

What Greg did not count on, however, was running into 
trouble with the base chaplain for operating an unauthor- 
ized Bible study. “The chaplain classified our Bible study 
as a ‘rogue Bible study in violation of the Uniform Code of 
Military Justice,’ because | did not have the proper ‘creden- 
tials.’ | was not ‘ordained’ nor did | have a Master of Divinity 
degree. But after that, the chaplain was focused on going 
home, so the issue fizzled and our Bible study continued 
until our unit was demobilized and we returned to the U.S. in 
December 2004.” 

When Greg and Brian returned to Washington, they 
completed the Gospel Class and became members of Mars 
Hill. Brian’s friend, Teresa Todd, came to believe in Jesus 
after Brian returned and shared his testimony with her. She 
was baptized at Golden Gardens this summer. 17) 


Mars Hill member, Greg Joines, served in Kuwait, where he started a “rogue Bible study.” 














Give everyone what you owe him: 
If you owe taxes, pay taxes; 
if revenue, then revenue; if respect, 
then respect; if honor, then honor. 
Romans 13:7 





Mars Hill 's Band 
of Brothers 


What it means to be a soldier, 
a veteran, and a Christian 


By U.S. Air Force pilot Mark Jacobsen memme 


Is war ugly? Absolutely. On one two-week trip flying 
combat missions in and out of Iraq and Afghanistan, | trans- 
ported the grief-stricken young wife of a Marine who had Just 
been killed in Fallujah (who was herself a soldier, and was 
being sent home to the States to be with her family), the flag- 
draped coffins of eight U.S. soldiers who were killed when 
their vehicle was ambushed, and three critically wounded 
medivac patients, one of whom almost died on the flight. 

I've seen grizzly, bearded, Special Forces troops in 

Afghanistan weeping over a young soldier shot dead by a 
Taliban fighter who'd used his own wife as a human shield. | 
felt the cold knife of fear when | first saw tracers light up the 
night sky on a tactical arrival into Iraq. | felt the sick, twist- 
ing knots in my stomach when the first Abu Ghraib photos 
made headlines and when I read about errant bombs killing 
innocents. War is terrible. And as a pilot—as opposed to, say, 
an Army solder on the ground--| haven't seen the half of it. 
If Scripture teaches us one thing about the cost of the human 
condition, it's that we live in a twisted, evil, and fallen world 
that leaves orphans, widows, the poor, and the oppressed in 
its devastating wake. 

The world is not a plush, suburban paradise. Horrors 
like genocide, AIDS, famines, and sex trafficking dominate 
the world beyond our borders. Old Testament law and the 
prophets' scathing rebukes of religious leaders (Ezekiel 34) 
teach us that God demands privileged men and women 
care for the poor and oppressed born out of these horrors. 
James tells us that all our religion is worthless, unless we 
care for orphans and widows (James 1:27). Jesus teaches 
that our motive in doing these things must be love (Matthew 
22:37). Scripture also teaches that when wrongs have been 


continued: see ‘SOLDIERS,’ page 14 
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‘SOLDIERS’ (cont'd from p. 13) 


inflicted, when cruel men lusting for power 
or wealth crush innocents under their 
heels, righteous men have a responsibil- 
ity to carry out justice (Ezekiel 22:27-31). 
Domestically, that responsibility falls to 
law enforcement agencies and the judicial 
branch of our government (Romans 13:1- 
7). Internationally, the moral burden falls 





on national leaders and their armies. 

Do leaders and soldiers do this 
perfectly? Not by any means, for they are 
tarnished with the same sin that marks 
their enemies, and not all share a Christian 
theology of their vocations. Let us not 
confuse America with Christ's Church. 
America blunders and can make poor 
decisions, sometimes costly ones, and like 
other nations the morality of her foreign 








policy is often entangled and damaged = Brothers in Christ and service, Mark Jacobsen(l) and Pete Grossenbach (courtesy of Mark Jacobsen) 


by self-interest. Individual soldiers can fall 

prey to the calloused cruelty that war breeds, as Abu Ghraib 
demonstrated. Yet for all that, the proper and legitimate use 
of military force is often the only thing strong enough to check 
injustice, and America, with her vast wealth and resources, 
is uniquely poised to offer help. Even as anti-Americanism 
flares around the world, many countries long for the day 
that America commits her resources to their own troubled 
corners of the globe. 

This is the task facing any soldier or statesman, from 
the President of the United States who guides our foreign 
policy, down to the soldiers who drive trucks and train Iraqi 
police. Biblical precedent can be found in Joseph (Genesis 
41:41-43), Daniel (Daniel 2:48-49), and the Roman centuri- 
ons mentioned in the New Testament (Matthew 8:5-13), all 
of whom faithfully served God while employed in military and 
state positions in the dominant, decidedly non-Jewish and 
non-Christian empires of their day. This calling is not easy, 
but Jesus never said living righteously in a fallen world would 
be. 

For the majority of Seattleites the U.S. military is a 
strange and alien entity, belonging to the province of world 
news headlines, coffee shop discussions, and flyers littering 
telephone poles and shop windows in Fremont. Many locals 
have never even met anyone in the U.S. military, and view 
both individual soldiers and the military at large with general 
suspicion. As a U.S. Air Force pilot who takes great pride in 
what | do, and who believes passionately that military service 
can spring from commitments to Christ and to justice for the 
oppressed, | want to introduce you to the military servicemen 
at Mars Hill. 

Mars Hill has a number of men and women who pursue 
this difficult vocation. By now, you know a thing or two about 
me. Pete Grossenbach is another church member and C-17 
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pilot, who flew tsunami relief missions in Thailand in January. 
Andrew Oiland, a Seattle native who is hoping to become а 
church member soon, is a newly certified aircraft commander 
in the C-17 and was decorated by Vice President Cheney 
after his crew survived a missile strike over Baghdad in 2003. 
Mike Masuda is balancing his C-17 flying with attempts 
to earn a master's degree in physics at the University of 
Washington. Garrett Knowlan is a C-17 maintenance officer, 
who has just completed his first assignment and is moving on 
to graduate school. In the Army National Guard, we have Tim 
Wilson, a husband and father of two who recently completed 
a year-long tour in Iraq. These are just the few that | know of, 
but there are others. I've seen the occasional uniform around 
the church, from both McChord AFB and Fort Lewis. 





“This calling is not easy, but Jesus 
never said living righteously in a 
fallen world would be.” 





War is a difficult subject to approach, especially in our 
present times, one that touches on our deepest sentiments 
about politics, religion, and morality. Seattle is a particularly 
difficult place for service members to find a warm welcome, 
but it’s my pleasure to introduce those in your own church 
who find in Scripture a compelling call to serve on behalf of 
both our country, and on behalf of those who can't fight for 
themselves. Whatever your political leanings, whatever your 
feelings about Iraq or recent American foreign policy, | hope 
and pray that we can all unite behind a common desire to see 
God's people shoulder the burden of relieving suffering and 
oppression around the world. 17 
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‘LLAMAS’ (cont'd from page 8) 


feet down...and then crashes over the fall-line. In the solemn 
silence that follows, Scotty boldly volunteers to rescue the 
saddlebag from a tree 200 yards downhill. Bullwinkle opens 
his eyes to enjoy the action. 

Thirty minutes later, Bullwinkle can't remember why he 
is sitting on the side of a steep mountain, and gets up again. 
We're just glad he doesn't start up another Mariah Carey 
tune because we're tempted to give him an unscheduled 
solo tour down the mountainside. 

We're soon supposed to meet up with Jack the Llama- 
Renting Guy. The clock is ticking...We lose the trail. Rocky 
kicks a hornets' nest and Justin gets stung while trying to 
flee. Yahoo fun! 

The sun sets апа мете still going, about eight miles 
from the trail's end with almost no food left. Enticing descrip- 
tions of llama jerky enter the team’s conversation. We don 
our headlamps and spend four hours stumbling along in the 
dark. 

With a half mile to go, Rocky sits down. We coax, plead, 
and drag him. Nothing. Stuck again. 

Ever hopeful that Jack might still be waiting five hours 
after the agreed upon rendevous time, | run down the trail, 
ford the American River, and ramble through the woods to 
the meeting spot. Mercy! Jack is indeed still there, sleeping 
in his van. What a welcome sight. 

In a wink, Jack has the situation under control, lifting 
Rocky's tail until the Пата'ѕ butt is high in the air. It works! А 


fitting end to a tremendous adventure. 17% 








Justin, Scotty, and Jeremy (1-r). If you haven't learned from 


their mistakes, now you know who to look for next time 
you get the urge to saddle up a llama and ride off into the 
sunset. 


МПҮЕМНЕК 17 & ІНІН clus 


GOD 
oN 
TRIAL 


TOUGH QUESTIONS. 
STRAIGHT ANSWERS. 
you DECIDE. 





ғұ 


RAVI 
ZACHARIAS 


THE UMITED NATIONS à THE WHITE HOUSE 
LEHIN MILITART ACADEMY MOSCOW + HAAVARD UNIVERSITY 


e-PART OPEN FORUM AND Q&A: 


SEARCHING FOR ABSOLUTES 
IN A PLURALISTIC SOCIETY 


THURSDAY NOV 17 7PM 
CORNER OF 45TH / 15TH 
(FOLLOW THE SIGNS) 
FRIDAY NOV 18 7PM 

UW HUB BALLROOM 

(MORE INFO: 206.265.0081) 


ap 





isn't a spectator sport 
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Puritans апа 
Pilgrims 


Written by Pastor Mark Driscoll, Researched by Pastor Mark 
Driscoll and Deacon Crystal Griffin ppa 


As a young man in my twenties | was compelled by 
God to start a countercultural church in one of America's 
least churched cities, Seattle, as an experiment in authentic 
New Testament Christianity. Perhaps most shocking is the 
fact that much of my inspiration came from seventeenth- and 
eighteenth- century Puritans. 

Though widely dismissed and despised, the Puritans 
remain one of the greatest expressions of biblical Christianity 
the world has ever known. Puritanism was sparked by many 
years of conflict in England where the Church of England 
vacillated between Catholic and Protestant practices de- 
pending upon which king or queen was ruling at the time. For 
example, many Protestant Christians and pastors were driven 
out of England during the reign of Queen Mary | who burned 
Protestant pastors. Following Queen Mary’s death, Queen 
Elizabeth | promoted Protestantism which welcomed back 
to England exiled pastors who had been trained by the great 
Reformation pastor John Calvin. Elizabeth’s lengthy reign 
(1558-1603) turned bloody as Protestants and Catholics 
fought for the soul of the church and the nation. 

The Puritans sought to reform the Church of England 
from within by purifying it from Catholic superstition and 
tradition via a return to Scripture. Meanwhile, King James | 
assumed the throne and opposed every Puritan reform effort 
with one exception, namely the printing of the now legendary 
1611 King James Version of the Bible. 

Despite hardship and persecution, some Puritans 
were patiently determined to work incrementally for reform 


Vv 
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within the Church of England. Some Puritans, however, 
grew impatient with the slow pace of change and wanted 
to pursue a radical experiment with a church free to obey 
Scripture without the hindrances of bishops and kings. These 
revolutionaries were largely young, zealous Christians in their 
twenties who came to be known as the Pilgrims. 

The Pilgrims felt compelled to set sail for the New 
World of America to found a religious experiment where God 
and Scripture ruled over all of life. One hundred Pilgrims left 
Plymouth, England, on September 6, 1620. Two months 
later, the Mayflower landed at Cape Cod, Massachussetts, 
and Plymouth, America, was founded. In an effort to establish 
law and order, the Mayflower Compact was instituted on 
November 11, 1620. 

The first winter in America was very difficult; roughly half 
of the Pilgrims died. Thirteen of the eighteen wives died, and 
only three families were not touched by death. Fortunately, 
the Wampanoag Indians taught the Pilgrims how to hunt and 
fish or the death toll would have been much higher. 

The 1630s were the time of the “great migration” 
led by the preaching lawyer, John Winthrop. The Pilgrim 
population grew to more than nine thousand as the young 
Christians pursued their dream of a nation marked by God's 
rule according to God’s Word. 

The Puritan vision of the Pilgrims saw the rule of Jesus 
Christ extending over all aspects of culture so that nothing 
was considered secular, but rather everything from work to 
leisure was sacred and to be done unto the Lord. Puritan 
worship included sermons lasting two hours, Sunday as a 
dedicated day of Sabbath for all, buildings without stained 
glass or icons, and congregational singing absent of musical 
accompaniment. Holidays, such as Christmas and Easter, 
were not celebrated because of their pagan roots and some 
people even worked on Christmas day in protest. Puritan 
authority was rooted in Scripture as such things as secular 
philosophies of law and spiritual authorities such as the Pope 
and the Book of Common Prayer were rejected in favor of a 
radical biblicalism. 

Academically, the Pilgrims enjoyed a high literacy rate 
before the invention of modern public education due to the 
skilled home schooling by Christian mothers who generally 
married as virgins at a young age, birthed many children, and 
taught them to read, write, and reason to the glory of God. 
The Pilgrims also founded Harvard to educate their pastors 
and in their rules and precepts of 1646 declared that every 
student “shall consider the main end of his life and studies to 
know God and Jesus Christ which is eternal life.” To enforce 
this, Harvard students were required to read their Bibles 
twice daily. The pastors and writers nurtured in the Puritan 
stream of Christian faith remain some of the most brilliant in 
the history of the church and include such giants as John 
Owen, Richard Baxter, John Bunyan, and John Milton. 

Oddly, people who deny themselves pleasure with as- 
cetic legalisms are commonly accused of being Puritanical. 
But the Puritans and Pilgrims greatly enjoyed reading books, 
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making music, drinking beer and rum, swimming, ice skat- 
ing, hunting, fishing, archery, and bowling. In fact, the first 
permanent building erected at Plymouth was a brewery and 
churches were known to publicly discipline husbands who 
failed to meet the amorous needs of their wives. 

Following in the Puritan wake are such great Christian 
pastors as Jonathan Edwards and Charles Haddon Spurgeon. 
For those wishing to further study the Puritans and Pilgrims 
perhaps the best and cheapest primary sources Is the Puritan 
Paperback series published by Banner of Truth, on which | 
cut my theological teeth as a new Christian in college (www. 
banneroftruth.org). Very helpful secondary sources include 
Leyland Ryken’s Worldly Saints and Ј.І. Packer’s A Quest for 
Godliness: The Puritan Vision of the Christian Life. Іі 


film&theology 


All stories possess shared themes, and many 
films are saying a lot more than you realize. Join 
us aS we engage contemporary culture and 
view this art form through a discerning lens. 
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“BATMAN BEGINS” 
friday november 25th, 6:45pm 
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Mars Hill 


Community Groups 


All community groups take place in the homes of church members 
who are committed to sharing their lives with those who participate in 
their group. The purpose of community groups is to provide a warm 


environment with opportunities for you to connect and grow authentic 
relationships and lasting biblical friendships with your brothers and sisters 


in Christ, experience authentic biblical community with God and others, 


find nourishment and accountability as you mature in your own walk with 
Christ and establish a support center from which you will go out into your 
various social networks carrying the hope of the Gospel. 

Prayerfully consider joining a community group. A comprehensive 
list of groups with contact information is available online, in the connect 
center, and below. If you're interested in hosting or leading a Community 
Group, email leadership@marshillchurch.org. 





MONDAY 





Ballard 7pm 

Led By: Mark Blair, Craig Baker 
Contact: Kirsten Blair 

Phone: 206-783-1970 

Email: kirstentheblair@yahoo.com 


Des Moines 7pm 

Led By: Rob Thomas 
Contact: Michelle Thomas 
Phone: 206-592-0472 

Email: bluedane@comcast.net 


Greenlake 7pm 

Led By: Jon Bugler 

Contact: Josh Wall 

Phone: 206-524-2032 

Email: zoned out2@yahoo.com 


Magnolia 7pm 

Led By: Bill Swayne 

Contact: Candace Swayne 
Phone: 206 726-1633 

Email: candace s@wmsfp.com 


Redmond 7pm 

Led By: John Rivard 

Contact: John and Jeannie Rivard 
Phone: 206-484-3886 

Email: john @rivards.net 


University District 6:30pm 
Led By: Taylor Aldridge 
Contact: Taylor and 

Cricket Aldridge 

Phone: 206-525-3455 

Emall: 
design@brainstormmedia.com 


TUESDAY 


Ballard 6:30pm 

Led By: Fawn Hall 

Contact: Fawn Hall 

Phone: 206-706-8379 

Email: gasket girl@hotmail.com 
For Women Only 





Ballard 7pm 

Led By: Jeremy Foster 

Contact: Jeremy Foster 

Phone: 206-250-7637 

Email: jeremyrfoster@hotmail.com 
For Men Only 


Ballard 

Led By: Jordan McDevitt 
Contact: Roger Iverson 
Phone: 206-226-0984 

Email: highlakes@hotmail.com 


Ballard 7:30pm 

Led By: David Pauls 

Contact: David and Patty Pauls 
Phone: 206-235-4215 

Email: patty@starfishcreative.com 


Ballard 7pm 

Led By: Luke Abrams 
Contact: Jessica Abrams 
Phone: 206-619-3824 

Email: jessica@theabrams.net 


Bothell 6:30pm 

Led By: Sam Barrett 

Contact: Sam and Beth Barrett 
Phone: 425-398-9490 

Email: 
samandbethbarrett@yahoo.com 


Central District 

Led By: Wes Oaks 

Contact: Wes and Jamie Oaks 
Phone: 206-329-1176 

Email: 
wesleyandjamie@hotmail.com 


Crown Hill 7pm 

Led By: Adelle George, 

Mike O'Dea 

Contact: Adelle George 
Phone: 206-696-1281 

Email: adellemae@hotmail.com 


Crown Hill 7:30pm 

Led By: Drew Maxwell 

Contact: Drew and Lisa Maxwell 
Phone: 206-650-7085 

Email: lisa@marshillchurch.org 


Edmonds 7pm 

Led By: Wilson Raj 

Contact: Paul Comte 

Phone: 206-963-7881 
Email: pfcomte@earthlink.net 
For Men Only 


Edmonds 7pm 

Led By: Justin Schaeffer 
Contact: Amy Schaeffer 

Phone: 425-776-4374 

Email: aj.schaeffer@comcast.net 


Everett 

Led By: Rob Kuchcinski 
Contact: Tim and Anne Quiring 
Phone: 425-379-2966 

Email: tquiring@earthlink.net 


Fremont 7pm 

Led By: Cory James Clouse 
Contact: Cory James Clouse 
Phone: 425-280-7820 

Email: coryjames32@gmail.com 


Greenlake 

Led By: Ben Anderson 
Contact: Scott Richardson 
Phone: 206-227-2943 


Email: greenlakecommunitygroup@ 


earthlink.net 


Greenwood 6:30pm 

Led By: Nick Moceri 

Contact: Nick and Beth Moceri 
Phone: 206-219-9092 

Email: moceri@gmail.com 


Greenwood 7pm 

Led By: Brian Landsberger 
Contact: Brian Landsberger 
Phone: 425-864-1275 

Email: brian@landsberger.com 


Greenwood 7pm 

Led By: Patrick Dahlstrom 
Contact: Patrick Dahlstrom 
Phone: 206-550-0007 
Email: Pat_rickjd@yahoo.com 


Issaquah 6:45pm 


Led By: Dan Kronstad, Jason Cowan 


Contact: Jason Cowan 
Email: јаѕопсомап98 @уаһоо.сот 


Kirkland 7:30pm 

Led By: Tim Zion 

Contact: Tim and Mariah Zion 
Phone: 206-427-7869 

Email: timzion@gmail.com 


Kirkland 7:30pm 

Led By: Colin Jones 

Contact: Colin Jones 

Phone: 425-823-7923 

Email: 
colin@maverickinvestments.net 


Lake City 7pm 
Led By: Hunter Hadaway 


Contact: Hunter and Molly Hadaway 


Phone: 206-368-8952 
Email: mollyhadaway@comcast.net 


Lynnwood 10:30am 

Led By: Melissa Woolley 
Contact: Kathleen Firstenberg 
Email: katfirst@comcast.net 
For Women Only 


Lynnwood 7pm 

Led By: James Dahlman 
Contact: Jim Dahlman 

Phone: 425-744-0588 

Email: jedahlman@hotmail.com 


Magnolia 7pm 

Led By: Barney Kropf 

Contact: Tony Bolander 

Phone: 206-979-881 1 

Email: tonybolander@yahoo.com 


Maple Leaf 7pm 

Led By: Matt Johnson 
Contact: Rose Johnson 
Phone: 206-388-3325 
Email: r_shalomj@yahoo.com 


North Seattle 7pm 

Led By: Mark Kaetzel 

Contact: Mark and Marin Kaetzel 
Phone: 206-361-2282 

Email: kaetzelfamily@msn.com 


Northgate 7pm 


Led By: Michael Adeney, Shane Day 


Contact: Michael Adeney 
Phone: 206-524-4142 

Email: 
mwadeney@u.washington.edu 


Northgate 7pm 

Led By: Edward Fedele 
Contact: Greg Allen 

Phone: 206-300-7006 

Email: greesha77@comcast.net 
For Men Only 


Pioneer Square 6:30pm 
Led By: Jeff Bettger 
Contact: Jeff Bettger 
Phone: 206-227-4397 
Email: jbettger@dc3e.com 


Queen Anne 7pm 

Led By: Joel Robnett 

Contact: Joel Robnett 

Phone: 206-300-0960 

Email: robnett26@hotmail.com 


Queen Anne 7pm 
Led By: Ryan James 
Contact: Ryan James 
Phone: 360-271-1224 
Email: jamesr@spu.edu 


Queen Anne 7pm 

Led By: Jeremy Culver 
Contact: Jeremy Culver 
Phone: 206-910-7234 
Email: jerculver@yahoo.com 


Queen Anne 7pm 

Led By: Andrew Hockman, Sally 
Morrison 

Contact: Andrew Hockman 
Phone: 425-830-1805 

Email: sledge@getstunned.com 


Ravenna/Bryant 7pm 

Led By: John Fromel 

Contact: John and Debbie Fromel 
Phone: 206-219-5312 

Email: debbie@fromel.com 


Sammamish 7pm 

Led By: Mark Brinton 

Contact: Sam or Jackie Jarawan 
Phone: 425-868-0341 

Email: markabrinton@hotmail.com 


Shoreline 10:30am 

Led By: Trisha Wilkerson 
Contact: Trisha Wilkerson 
Email: trisha@marshillchurch.org 
For Women Only 


Shoreline 7pm 

Led By: Andrew Myers 
Contact: Heidi Myers 
Phone: 206-992-3019 
Email: alayne@gmail.com 


Shoreline 7pm 

Led By: Bill Nieman, Matthew 
Winslow 

Contact: Bill and Joan Nieman 
Phone: 206-417-5565 

Email: joanandbill@seanet.com 


So. Issaquah 7pm 

Led By: David Nelson 

Contact: David and Sammi Nelson 
Phone: 425-432-0748 

Email: applefieldfarm@msn.com 


South Seattle 7pm 

Led By: Ted Dietz 

Contact: Ted and Sarah Dietz 
Phone: 206-755-0774 

Email: sarahdietz@comcast.net 


University District 7pm 

Led By: Mike Murphey 

Contact: Mike Murphey 

Phone: 206-547-1705 

Email: mmurphey@microsoft.com 
For Men Only 


Wallingford 7:30pm 

Led By: Colin Day 

Contact: Lauren Day 

Phone: 206-217-5651 
Email: lauren@limbotext.com 


West Seattle 7pm 

Led By: Kyle Peters 

Contact: Kyle Peters 

Phone: 206-443-1685 

Email: kpeters@westinbldg.com 


WEDNESDAY 


Federal Way 7pm 

Led By: Kurt Stender 

Contact: Michelle Stender 
Phone: 206-783-4425 

Email: michelle@stenderlaw.com 


Kirkland 6:30pm 

Led By: James Mallory 
Contact: James Mallory 
Phone: 206-940-3918 
Email: jrmallory@hotmail.com 


Lake City 10am 

Led By: Molly Hadaway 
Contact: Molly Hadaway 
Phone: 206-368-8952 
Email: 
mollyhadaway@comcast.net 
For Women Only 


THURSDAY 


Ballard 7:30pm 

Led By: Ted Cook 

Contact: Catherine Doner 
Phone: 206-579-9315 
Email: 
catherinedoner@hotmail.com 





Bellevue 7pm 

Led By: Cliff Low 
Contact: Cliff Low 

Phone: 425-747-0772 
Email: cliff low@msn.com 


Bothell 10am 

Led By: Celestine Gibbs 
Contact: Celestine Gibbs 
Phone: 425-275-2723 

Email: Celygibbs@yahoo.com 
For Women Only 


Everett 7pm 

Led By: Bob Rubinow 
Contact: Marc Fulmer 
Phone: 206-353-2328 
Email: marc.fulmer@ 
agathosfoundation.org 


Greenwood 7pm 

Led By: Aaron Easter 
Contact: Leigh Georgianna 
Phone: 206-369-9517 


Kent 7pm 

Led By: Shane Rehberg 
Contact: Shane Rehberg 

Email: srehberg@speakeasy.net 


Kirkland 6:30pm 

Led By: Mike Bates 

Contact: Michelle Bates 

Phone: 206-313-7757 

Email: Icruizerchick@yahoo.com 


Lake City 7:30pm 

Led By: Jack McClain, Adam 
Christiansen 

Contact: Adam Christiansen 
Phone: 206-498-3551 

Email: 
adammchristiansen@hotmail.com 
For Men Only 


Lynnwood 7:15pm 

Led By: Kristian Ellefsen 
Contact: Bina Ellefsen 
Phone: 206-383-2092 
Email: binahe@yahoo.com 


Northgate 7:30pm 

Led By: Eric Youngblut 

Contact: Eric and Carla Youngblut 
Phone: 206-219-9125 

Email: ericandcarla@youngblut.net 


Phinney Ridge 7pm 

Led By: Chris Hall 

Contact: Kim Hall 

Phone: 206-297-7995 

Email: kimbrehall@comcast.net 


Queen Anne 7pm 

Led By: Kabyn Begg 

Contact: Torrey Maben 

Phone: 206-285-7027 

Email: torreym@marshillchurch.org 


Queen Anne 7pm 

Led By: Dwayne Forehand 
Contact: Dwayne Forehand 
Phone: 206-650-7034 

Email: dforehand@marshillchurch. 
org 


Ravenna 7pm 

Led By: Troy Dillon 
Contact: Margaret Bullitt 
Phone: 206-524-4401 
Email: mbullitt4O@aol.com 


South Seattle 10am 

Led By: Kristina Wendorf 
Contact: Kristina Wendorf 
Phone: 206-722-01235 
Email: ktwendorf@gmail.com 
For Women Only 


Woodinville 7pm 

Led By: Mark Lautenbach 
Contact: Mark Lautenbach 
Phone: 206-235-1486 


Email: marklautenbach@comcast.net 


FRIDAY 


Bainbridge Island 

Led By: Bob Moore 

Contact: Bob and Dixie Moore 
Phone: 206-842-1402 

Email: rim@bainbridge.net 


Kirkland 10am 

Led By: Angela Giboney 
Contact: Angela Giboney 
Phone: 425-869-1759 

Email: anggiboney@yahoo.com 
For Women Only 


Phinney Ridge 10am 

Led By: Kim Hall 

Contact: Kim Hall 

Phone: 206-297-7995 

Email: kimbrehall@comcast.net 
For Women Only 


SATURDAY 


Shoreline 5pm 

Led By: Mike Wilkerson 
Contact: Mike and Trisha Wilkerson 
Email: trishaw@speakeasy.net 
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Money at Mars Hill 


What do we believe about our stuff? 

Very simply, everything we have comes from God. Our money 
is a blessing and a tool we use to worship Him by giving to 
the church (to further the Gospel in Seattle), providing for 
our families and enjoying God and the grace that He gives 
us. You may have a lot and you may have a little, but the real 
question is: are you worshipping God with your stuff and do 
the first fruits of your checkbook reveal that? 


How much should I give? 

The Bible says that giving is for Christians and should be di- 
rected first to your local church. The bible does not say how 
much you should give but rather seeks to deal with the heart 
behind your giving. 2nd Corinthians 8 and 9 say that our 
giving should be cheerful, regular, sacrificial and generous. 
The Bible does not prescribe a percentage; through prayer 
we must seek to have a clear conscience in regards to our 
giving. Jesus says, “For where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also” (Matthew 6:21). 


Who should give? 

Christians should give faithfully to their local church. If you 
are not a Christian, don't give—seek to deal with the larger 
issue: your sin and Jesus’ forgiveness of that sin. We are 
not concerned about the amount people give but about 
the number of people who are giving. God is building His 
kingdom through the church, and He asks that all believers 
share in this joyous responsibility. This mission is bigger than 
just a few of us and takes everyone's effort and faithfulness; 
no matter if you are a college student who can give only 10 
bucks a month or a millionaire who can give thousands. 


How Сап І Give At Mars Hill? 


e By check or cash placed in the offering basket during 
service 


By check or cash placed In the triangular kiosks located 
in the foyers 


By mailing a check to the church office (contact the office 
if you would like some self addressed envelopes) 


Online contributions can be given via debit or credit card 
at www.marshillchurch.org 


Automatic Payments (ACH) can also be set up — email 
giving@marshillchurch.org 
Donation of stock 


Sincerely, 
Pastor Jamie Munson 


Questions, Comments or Concerns, 
e-mail: giving@marshillchurch.org 
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CHURCH FINANCIAL INFORMATION/WEEKLY GIVING TRENDS 




















Date Budget Giving # of Givers Attendance (July 1, 2005 - Sept. 18, 2005) 
September 18 $85,000 $53.1 68 319 3670 
Total Given $1 324,340 

September 25 $85,000 $73,088 376 3856 Households 4706 

October 2 592.000 587,883 364 4046 Average Giving $204.41/month 

Per household 

October 9 $92,000 $87,947 387 4345 

October 16 $92,000 $71 354 350 4282 

October 23 $92,000 $1 15,916 476 4458 

















MONTHLY BUDGET VS. ACTUAL GIVING 


EXPAND CAMPAIGN 


Due to a growing church body 









































$400,000 - 
and space limitations, we have 
$350,000 - " 
purchased a new facility one 
$300,000 - block North at 1401 NW 50th. 
5250,000 - 
We need to raise 3 million dollars 
5200,000 - : 
in the next 16 months - for full 
5150,000 - details check out the “EXPAND” 
fl 
5100,000 - yer or go ig 
www.marshillchurch.org. 
550,000 4 
$0 - Needed funds $3,000,000 
ze = Sia acl Raised to date $1,195,831 
Е Monthly Budget $400,000 $320,000 $340,000 
m Actual Given $356,517 $311,373 $296,416 Number of 
Giving Households 819 


*These are budgeted giving numbers. They don’t represent actual surplus or deficit. 





Two Constants 


Jesus and Change 


By Pastor Jamie Munson 





Jesus does not change. He never has and He never will. 

Mars Hill does change. We always have and we always 
will. Particulars like when and where we gather on a Sunday 
have always changed and are likely to continue to do so, 
maybe forever. In the nine-year history of the church, we have 
met on Sundays in eight unique locations and at 12 different 
service times all over Seattle. Change on Sundays is one of 
the few things we can actually predict on a regular basis. 

Some may ask, Is this a good thing? Probably a debat- 
able subject, but | certainly think so. No matter where we 
are located, we are still preaching the Word and organizing 
midweek in the homes of people for prayer, study, and fel- 
lowship. Jesus is the foundation of which Mars Hill Church is 
built upon, and when the address of the place you drive to on 
Sundays changes, | believe that can be a good thing. After 
all, the people are the church and not the building, right? 

| believe one of the primary reasons we have seen so 
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many changes is because it is Jesus’ way of keeping all of us 
from getting too comfortable. Church can so easily become 
a habit of tradition that brings you to a familiar place and time 
each week, which often times is all too comfortable. What 
the church should be is a living, growing, and maturing body 
of people that desires to love Jesus and the people He loves 
regardless of their location on a Sunday. 

When will it stop? When will change not be a constant? 
| hope never, but that is not my decision, that is the Spirit's. 
For now, at least, growth keeps happening. 

The changes for our next season: 

e A third morning service beginning January 8th 
in our current building in Ballard. Exact service 
times will be announced soon. 

e A North Seattle service will begin in January as 
well. Start date, time, and location will be an- 
nounced soon. 

“Тһе use of technology to deliver sermons into 
multiple locations scattered throughout the city. 

With all of this, | rest on this simple verse from Proverbs 
16:9: In his heart a man plans his course, but the LORD 
determines his steps. Lord, our course is planned and we 
eagerly await the exact steps You have determined for us. 

—Pastor Jamie, on behalf of the Elders. 1% 
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Thanksgiving Eve Service 
Wednesday, November 23rd 6:30pm 
Come enjoy a kick-back celebration. This annual Mars Hill 


gathering is a chance to reflect on how good God has dem- 
onstrated His faithfulness and goodness over the past year. 
Bring some pie to share. Read about the coolness of pilgrims 
in this month’s, “Vintage Saints.” 


Sundays will be different 

Be sure to check out this month's financial page to read 
Pastor Jamie’s update on Mars Hill's various expansion 
projects. Please pray and help with these changes. They 
represent the collective effort of the Mars Hill Church body 
working in concert, guided by the Holy Ghost. 


If you thought the 


auditorium was packed... 
CM Training, Sunday, November 13th 11:15-12:15 
Kids attendance is growing faster than our adults! Help us 
check-in families, hold babies, man security stations, or play 
with toddlers. Come to the one-time, informal, mandatory, with 
Children’s Ministry pastor, Dick McKinley. You'll learn about 
the the duties, purpose, and vision surrounding the ministry. If 
you plan on attending, email kids@marshillchurch.org. 

Lots of help is needed for Jericho Junction on Wednesday 
nights! 


Eat, clean, serve, make friends. 

The Breakfast Club is an opportunity to serve, fellowship, 
pray, study, and enjoy a tasty home-cooked breakfast. And if 
you don't like cleaning toilets or vacuuming, no problem. We 
offer many other serving opportunities. The Breakfast Club is 
the perfect way to connect with others and hang with friends 
while preparing the building for Sunday services. Join the 
party, Saturdays at 10am. Just show up! 


Recovery Groups 

If you're struggling with addiction, substance abuse, homo- 
sexuality, infertility, post-abortion trauma...Recovery Groups 
are designed to kindly, carefully and firmly bring about a 
new way of life in Jesus. To join a Recovery Group, email 
recovery @marshillchurch.org. 


Play with expensive equipment... 

..and serve your church at the same time. Production 
Maintenance volunteers help out with Mars Hill video and 
audio equipment. PowerPoint operators are needed to work 
Sunday services and special events. No technical expertise 
needed. Email jeff@marshillchurch.org for more information. 
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Help in the Mars Hill office AND keep 
our kids safe. 


Children’s Ministry is looking for someone who is able to serve 
a few hours a week to help screen new volunteer applications 
and prepare for upcoming volunteer trainings. In addition, we 
currently have a large data-entry project needing attention, so 
if you are interested in serving in either of these capacities, 
e-mail tami@marshillchurch.org. 


80 Groups and counting... 

Our Church meets weekly throughout the Puget Sound 
region. From Everett to Federal Way, Bainbridge to Maple 
Vally...Mars Hill Community Groups are everywhere. Flip 
back a couple pages to see this month's listings, or emall 
community @marshillchurch.org. If you're interested in lead- 
ing and/or hosting a group, email leadership@marshillchurch. 
org. 


Healing Hearts 

New for the Fall is Mars Hill's ministry for women going 
through the trauma and confusion experienced after abor- 
tion. This group is led by women who have experienced 
this pain first-hand, women who can address the issue from 
a position that is both compassionate and biblical. Email 
recovery@marshillchurch.org to join Healing Hearts. 


Men’s Prayer 

Tuesdays, 7:15-7:45 in the Paradox. 

Pastor Mark leads the men of Mars Hill in thirty minutes of 
intentional, focused prayer for our marriages, our families, our 
church, and our city. 


Rock the Flock! 


The Mars Hill worship department is looking for a few humble, 
talented musicians to join a worship band. With more services 
and venues starting up in January, there are lots of opportuni- 
ties for anyone interested. Email music@marshillchurch.org 
for more information. 


Enter the Whimsical Land of Narnia 
Pacitic Place, Thursday, December 8th, 6:45pm 

Fellowship of the What? Return of the Who? C.S. Lewis’ 
The Lion, The Witch, and The Wardrobe comes to the big 
screen on December ninth, but you can join Mr. Tumnus and 
the gang a day early. Mars Hill rented out a theater at Pacific 
Place and you're invited (as long as you buy your ticket before 
they're sold out). Reserve your spot for 10 bucks, follow the 
events registration link at www.marshillchurch.org. 


ОФОӨ 


Ballard Jazz Festival 

Friday & Saturday, November 18th & 19th 

Mars Hill is once again hosting the annual Ballard Jazz Festival. 
Come and represent your commuity, represent your church, 
represent your Savior...represent! The jazz music will be kickin 
and there will be many cool cats chillin here at our place. 
Check out out www.ballardjazzfestival.com for more info. 


www.marshillchurch.com 

If it’s been awhile since you've visited the website, you're 
missing out on some good stuff. Audio programming now 
includes Film and Theology: Night Out, reviews of current 
theatrical releases, and Vox Pop Audio magazine, featuring 
interviews and Mars Hill news stories. You can also register 
for classes, check Community Group listings, and sign-up for 
The Loop Online, Mars Hill's weekly email update. 


Attention: Mars Hill Members 
Wednesday evening, December 7 

Save the date. Your presence is expected at the annual mem- 
bers’ gathering. Watch your mailbox for more information to 


come. 
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november 


for more information, visit www.marshillchurch.org 


weekly this season 


sunday services 

9:00 am, 11:15 am, 5:00 pm, 7:15 pm 
(Childrens Ministry at all services except 7:15 pm) 

men’s prayer 

tuesdays, 7:15-7:45am, in the paradox 
Intentional. Focused. 





capstone & gospel 102 

wednesdays, 6:45pm 
(some classes offered Sundays and Thursdays) 
The Capstone Institute is a teaching and nurturing 
ministry dedicated to equipping all parts of the 
body with sound doctrine and practical applica- 
tion. The Gospel 101 and 102 classes provide an 
intro to Christianity and Mars Hill. Register at 
www.marshillchurch.org 


proxy 

wednesdays, 6:45pm in the paradox 
High school and junior high students are invited 
to gather for worship, testimony, teaching, and 
prayer. The purpose of this ministry is to see each 
student mature spiritually, physically, and in repu- 
tation as they grow closer to Christ. 


jericho junction 

wednesdays, 6:45pm 
Jericho Junction presents the Word of God 
through the use of drama and puppets. Jericho 
Junction challenges and encourages kids. It’s an 
artful, interesting, and exciting way for children to 
learn everyday application of the Bible. 


“the breakfast club” 

saturday mornings, 10am at Mars Hill 
Breakfast, prayer, and fellowship, preparing our 
church for worship the following day. 


also in nov. and early dec. 


children's ministry 

volunteer training 

november 13, 11:15-12:15 
This is an informal, mandatory training session for 
anyone interested in volunteering with Children's 
Ministry. Please email kids@marshillchurch. 
Org if you plan on attending. 
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7 8 9 10 11 12 


November 6 

Sunday Services Men's Prayer, 7:15am 6:45рт-- 
9am, 11:15am, 5pm, Capstone 
7:15pm Gospel 102 


Capstone, 2:30 


ELECTION DAY 


Jericho Junction 
Proxy 


13 14 15 16 

Sunday Services Men's Prayer, 7:15am 6:45рт-- 

9am, 11:15am, 5pm, Capstone 

7:15pm Gospel 102 

Children’s Ministry Jericho Junction 

Training, 11:15am Proxy 

Capstone, 2:30 

20 21 22 93 

Sunday Services Men's Prayer, 7:15am Thanksgiving Eve 

9am, 11:15am, 5pm, Service, 6:30pm 

7:15pm 

Capstone, 2:30 

27 28 29 30 

Sunday Services Men's Prayer, 7:15am 6:45рт-- 

9am, 11:15am, 5pm, Capstone 

7:15pm Gospel 102 

Capstone, 2:30 Jericho Junction 
Proxy 

4 5 6 7 


Sunday Services 


9am, 11:15am, 5pm, 


Men's Prayer, 7:15am 


All Members Meeting 


Capstone, 6:30pm 
Recovery Groups 


17 
Capstone, 6:30pm 
Recovery Groups 


24 


THANKSGIVING 


December 1 
Capstone, 6:30pm 
Recovery Groups 


8 
Narnia: Advanced 
Screening, 6:45pm, 


Paradox show, 
7:30pm 


VETERAN'S DAY 


18 
Ballard Jazz Festival 


25 

Film & Theology, 
Batman Begins, 
6:45pm 


9 
Film & Theology, 
6:45pm 


Breakfast Club, 10am 
MH Outdoors: 

Indoor Climibing 
Paradox show, 8pm 


19 

Ballard Jazz Festival 
Breakfast Club, 10am 
MH Outdoors: 

Climb Mt. Dickerson 


26 
Breakfast Club, 10am 


3 
Breakfast Club, 10am 


10 
New Member Day 
Breakfast Club 


7:15pm 
Capstone, 2:30 


ballard jazz festival 

november 18 & 19 
Mars Hill plays host for the 4th annual Ballard 
Jazz Festival. This event is a great opportunity to 
serve and engage our city. For more information, 
visit www.ballardjazzfestival.com 


thanksgiving eve service 
november 23, 6:30pm 
An informal celebration of God's provision. Give 
thanks and eat pie with the Mars Hill family. 


paradox concerts (Always all ages) 
We're pleased to offer Mars Hill facilities as a very 
practical, hospitable outreach to our local music 
scene. Check out www.theparadox.org for 
more information on concerts. 
november 11, 7:30pm, S7 
Elite Stranger, This Providence, Forgive Durden 
november 12, 8pm, 59 
Starflyer 59 and guests 


BODYLIFE 


Paradox show, 
6:30pm 


Pacific Place cinemas 
Capstone, 6:30pm 
Recovery Groups 


film and theology: “batman begins” 
november 25, 6:45pm 
Come recover from Thanksgiving in a cool, dark 
place. No, not the batcave. Once a month, Mars 
Hill becomes a cinema, and November's selec- 
tion delves into issues like fear, purpose, human 


nature, and kevlar. 


mars hill outdoors 
contact each event leader for details on these 
and other outdoor events 
november 11, 2pm 
indoor climbing at Stone Gardens, contact 
jersey_climbgirl@yahoo.com 
november 19, 
climb Mt. Dickerson, contact 
thomb@marshillchurch.org 


narnia: advanced screening 
december 8, 6:45pm 
This preview screening of C.S. Lewis’ The Lion, 
The Witch, and The Wardrobe is available exclu- 
sively through Mars Hill. Tickets are $10. Get ‘em 
at www.marshillchurch.org. 


